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WELCOME 
11th Annual IVNA Congress 2021

Each year we follow our members' feedback and continue to make ongoing changes to
our CVE events in order to further develop our CPD programme in line with our
members requests.

Our 10th Annual Congress proved to be a great success in 2019 and we would like to
thank everyone who attended for contributing to this milestone event. We have all had
a tough year and as we are currently unable to travel for our CVE we have made the
decision to take our 11th Annual Congress to you! The IVNA committee and CVE sub-
committee have developed a comprehensive scientific programme with multiple
streams and practical sessions offering delegates a wide range of topics on our virtual
platform.

The Saturday programme consists of two streams covering areas of Medical and
Surgical Nursing. There will also be exhibition booths, competitions and prizes. Our
Sunday programme comprises three separate streams, Physiotherapy, Nursing in
Practice and Wound Management, which are blended with both lectures and
workshops. Please keep in mind that places for our Sunday streams are limited so get
your registration in fast!

As always we look forward to interacting with you at this year's Congress and hope to
see you all soon!



AGM - Members Only
Saturday 22nd May

This year the IVNA Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday the
22nd of May at 11.30am. The committee has chosen to schedule the
meeting for this time to increase attendance rates as a number of highly
important motions will be tabled which will shape the future of the IVNA
and the veterinary nursing profession.

In order for the IVNA to progress in its representation of the profession and
work towards building a sustainable future for Veterinary Nurses we are
appealing to all our members to attend this crucial meeting and make
your vote count. This AGM will include discussion on the IVNA and SIPTU
affiliation, the future of the association and the membership subscriptions.

Over the past twelve months the IVNA has been actively working to
address the many issues faced by our members and the profession as a
whole but we need to do more, and we can, with your support. Members
will receive further information relating to the AGM in advance of Saturday
22nd of May. Please help us help you and join us at the 2021 IVNA AGM.

It is not necessary to attend the Congress in order to attend the AGM as all
full members are invited. If you are not attending Congress but wish to
attend the AGM please email enquiries@ivna.ie before Friday 14th of May
and we will organise your digital admission.

 
Stronger together, Stronger than ever

EVENT PROGRAM



Medical Nursing Stream

T h e  H y p e r t h y r o i d  C a t 0 9 : 0 0  

1 3 : 3 0

1 4 : 3 0

L u n c h 1 2 : 3 0

T e a  B r e a k 1 5 : 3 0

I V N A  A G M 1 1 : 3 0

Saturday 22nd May

Caro l ine  Beckett  

1 0 : 3 0  

O n c o l o g y  i n  P r a c t i c e ,  C a s e  S t u d y  D i s c u s s i o n
Caro l ine  Beckett

M a n a g i n g  L o n g  T e r m  D i a b e t i c  P a t i e n t s
Clare  Hemmings

T h e  R e n a l  P a t i e n t
Clare  Hemmings

1 6 : 0 0

F e l i n e  I d i o p a t h i c  C y s t i t i s  -  N u r s e s  R o l e
Paula  Sanfey

T e a  B r e a k 1 0 : 0 0  

EVENT PROGRAM



Anaesthesia & Surgery Stream

1 4 : 3 0

M a n a g i n g  t h e  h i g h s  a n d  l o w s  o f  E n d o c r i n e
A n a e s t h e s i a

1 3 : 3 0

L u n c h 1 2 : 3 0

T e a  B r e a k 1 0 : 0 0

Saturday 22nd May

S u r g i c a l  E m e r g e n c i e s  -  T h e  G D V  &  C - S e c t i o n   0 9 : 0 0  

Caoimhe Farre l l

1 0 : 3 0  

B l o o d  t r a n s f u s i o n s  &  t h e  s p l e n e c t o m y  p a t i e n t
Caoimhe Farre l l

A n a e s t h e s i a  f o r  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  a b d o m e n -  d o i n g
t h e  b e s t  w i t h  w h a t  y o u  h a v e
Georgina  Murphy

Georgina  Murphy

1 6 : 0 0

T e a  B r e a k 1 5 : 3 0

I V N A  A G M 1 1 : 3 0

EVENT PROGRAM

S u r g i c a l  E m e r g e n c y  C a s e  S t u d y  D i s c u s s i o n

Caoimhe Farre l l



EVENT PROGRAM
Wound Management Stream

W o u n d  H e a l i n g  -  w h i c h  p r o d u c t  w h e n ? 0 9 : 0 0

C h o o s i n g  a n d  U s i n g  -  d r e s s i n g  c h o i c e  a n d
a p p l i c a t i o n  W o r k s h o p

1 1 : 3 0

B a n d a g i n g  w i t h o u t  b l u n d e r s  -  B a n d a g i n g
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  w h y  t h e y  h a p p e n

1 0 : 0 0

B a n d a g i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  -  f r o m  t a i l  t o  t o e
W o r k s h o p

1 3 : 3 0

L u n c h 1 2 : 3 0

T e a  B r e a k 1 1 : 0 0

Sunday 23rd May

L isa  Te l ford/  Kass ie  H i l l  -  Bandaging Angels

C o n g r e s s  C l o s e 1 4 : 3 0

L isa  Te l ford/  Kass ie  H i l l  -  Bandaging Angels

L isa  Te l ford/  Kass ie  H i l l  -  Bandaging Angels

L isa  Te l ford/  Kass ie  H i l l  -  Bandaging Angels



EVENT PROGRAM
Nurse In Practice Stream

0 9 : 0 0

1 1 : 3 0

1 0 : 0 0

1 3 : 3 0

V e t e r i n a r y  N u r s e  c l i n i c s  i n  p r a c t i c e

D e s i g n i n g  p r o f i t a b l e  V N  C l i n i c s

N u r s e  S e r v i c e s  &  C o n s u l t a t i o n s

D e v e l o p i n g  y o u r  V N  C l i n i c  A c t i o n  P l a n

L u n c h 1 2 : 3 0

T e a  B r e a k 1 1 : 0 0

Melanie  O 'Donoghue

Paula  Sanfey

Paula  Sanfey  /  Melan ie  O 'Donoghue

Paula  Sanfey  /  Melan ie  O 'Donoghue

C o n g r e s s  C l o s e 1 4 : 3 0

Sunday 23rd May



EVENT PROGRAM
Physiotherapy Stream

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  f o r  A r t h r i t i c  P a t i e n t s 0 9 : 0 0

E x e r c i s e  P r e s c r i p t i o n  W o r k s h o p 1 1 : 3 0

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  N e u r o l o g i c a l  p a t i e n t s 1 0 : 0 0

E v e r y d a y  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  M o d a l i t i e s  W o r k s h o p 1 3 : 3 0

L u n c h 1 2 : 3 0

T e a  B r e a k 1 1 : 0 0

Sunday 23rd May

Jane Tyr re l l  

Jane  Tyr re l l

Jane  Tyr re l l

Jane  Tyr re l l

C o n g r e s s  C l o s e 1 4 : 3 0



CONGRESS SPEAKERS

C a o i m h e  F a r r e l l
RVN BSc  Hons

C l a r e  H e m m i n g s
Cert  CFVHNut

Clare  qual i f ied  as  a  Veter inary  Nurse  in  England in  1996
and worked ten  years  in  pract ice  before  jo in ing Roya l
Canin  where  she  works  as  Sc ient i f ic  Communicat ions
Manager .    C lare  achieved her  Cert i f icate  in  Canine  and
Fel ine  Veter inary  Hea l th  Nutr i t ion  in  2015  wi th
dist inct ion .   C lare  regular ly  wr i tes  for  vet  and pet
publ icat ions  and i s  an  ‘Ask  the  Expert ’  panel l i s t  for  Your
Cat  magaz ine .

Caoimhe began her  career  in  the  veter inary  industry  as
an Animal  Care  Ass is tant  graduat ing f rom Ki l lester
Col lege  in  2008 .   In  2010  she  pursued her  interests  in
the  veter inary  f ie ld  fur ther  by  jo in ing the  BSc  Hons  VN
programme in  UCD and graduated with  second c lass
honours  in  2014 .  Cao imhe worked in  f i r s t  op in ion  smal l
an imal  pract ice  unt i l  2018  when she  moved to  the  Pet
Emergency  Hospi ta l  UCD as  Lead Nurse  to  pursue  her
interest  in  Surgery  and Emergency  Cr i t ica l  Care  nurs ing .

P a u l a  S a n f e y

RVN ISFMDipFN

Paula  completed her  veter inary  nurs ing studies  in  the
UK in  2008 ,  work ing with in  the  nurs ing team at  an
orthopaedic  re fer ra l  c l in ic  in  Manchester .  A f ter  two
years  she  moved back  to  Dubl in  and locumed in  severa l
c l in ics  before  jo in ing Pa lmerstown Veter inary  Hospi ta l
in  201 1  where  she  worked as  a  senior  nurse  and was
the i r  Cat  Advocate  for  a lmost  10  years .  Paula  i s
current ly  locum nurs ing in  Dubl in .  She  has  completed 3
Dip lomas  in  the  past  5  years ,  inc luding the  ISFM
Diploma in  Fe l ine  Nurs ing ,  wi th  Dist inct ion .  Paula  i s
current ly  work ing towards  the  ISFM Advanced
Cert i f icate  in  Fe l ine  Behav iour .  She  created ‘The
Purr fect  Nurse ’  in  2019  in  order  to  encourage and
mot ivate  veter inary  nurses  to  be  more  cat  f r iendly  and
to  deve lop  ‘Catt i tude ’ ,  a  fe l ine  f r iendly  approach to  cats
and the i r  owners .  



CONGRESS SPEAKERS

J a n e  T y r r e l l
RVN AdvCert  
VPhys

M e l a n i e
O ' D o n o g h u e

RVN

Melanie  i s  an  RVN and her  career  spans  3  decades ,  where
she  has  worked in  pract ice  and industry  and now works
in  VetAss is t ,  her  Pract ice  deve lopment  consul tancy
bus iness .  She  i s  pass ionate  about  an imal  hea l th  and
wel lbe ing and th is  i s  what  dr ives  her .  Improv ing pat ient
and pract ice  teams ’  fac i l i t ies  through pract ice  des ign
and layout ,  team tra in ing and by  per forming bus iness
t r iage  to  he lp  pract ices  ident i fy  problems ,  opportuni t ies
and deve lop  the i r  serv ices  to  g ive  pat ients  and c l ients
the  best  care  poss ib le .  She  has  ga ined qual i f icat ions  in
Dig i ta l  market ing ,  Leadersh ip  and Management  and
Coaching and has  a lso  obta ined her  Fear  Free
Pract i t ioner  Cert .  She  l i ves  and farms with  her  husband
in  the  west  o f  I re land ,  shar ing her  home with  many
beloved dogs ,  cats ,  ponies  and horses  as  wel l  as  a  herd
of  pedigree  Dexter  catt le  or  “min i  moos”  as  they  are
af fect ionate ly  re fer red  too !  She  fee ls  very  pr iv i leged to
have  had such a  d iverse  and interest ing  career  and th is
has  been fac i l i tated  by  the  amazing veter inary
profess iona ls  that  she  has  worked with  and met  over  the
years  and hopefu l ly  many  more  in  the  future !     

Jane  has  been work ing  in  smal l  an imal  pract ice
exc lus ive ly   s ince  qual i fy ing  as  a  veter inary  nurse  in  2010
and has  a  keen interest  in  surg ica l  nurs ing and wound
management .   Jane  graduated  f rom St .  Johns  Centra l
Co l lege  and in  2013  she  returned to  educat ion  to
complete  a  post  grad  in  Veter inary  Phys iotherapy .   Jane
works   part  t ime as  an  RVN and as  a  smal l  and large
animal  veter inary  phys iotherapist .  In  her  spare  t ime Jane
serves  on  the  IVNA committee  as  Chai rperson .

C a r o l i n e  B e c k e t t
DipVN BScHons  RVN

Caro l ine  began work ing in  UCD in  2006 and completed
her  d ip loma in  2008 .   A f ter  work ing in  New Zea land and
later  ga in ing a  leve l  3  canine  hydrotherapy  qual i f icat ion ,
she  went  on  to  graduate  f rom the  top  up degree  f rom
UCD in  2016 .   She  has  been a  senior  nurse  in  smal l  an imal
medic ine  for  the  past  9  years  and over  the  past  2  years
she  has  been an  integra l  part  o f  deve loping and
expanding the  oncology  department  in  UCD



CONGRESS SPEAKERS

L i s a  T e l f o r d

BSc(Hons)  RVN 

L isa  qual i f ied  as  a  Veter inary  Nurse  in  2010  f rom
Edinburgh Napier  Univers i ty  and cont inued as  an  RVN in
a  genera l  pract ice  in  West  Loth ian  for  s ix  years ,  where
for  f i ve  o f  those  years  L i sa  was  Head Nurse .   In  2016  L isa
moved to  the  Surgery  department  at  the  Hospi ta l  for
Smal l  Animals  at  Ed inburgh Vet  School  as  a  surg ica l
nurse  becoming the  lead surg ica l  ward  nurse  in  2017 .
L i sa  has  completed many years  o f  mentor ing veter inary
nurs ing students  and f inds  th is  very  rewarding .  In  2017
L isa  completed the  Delv ing Deeper  into  Wounds  course
af ter  a lways  hav ing a  pass ion  for  wound management
and bandaging .  Her  work  locat ion  means  she  gets  to  see
and ass is t  in  the  t reatment  o f  many  interest ing  and
chal lenging wound management  cases  enabl ing  her  to
get  creat ive  when bandaging or  apply ing dress ings !
When L isa  i s  not  in  work  you wi l l  f ind  her  in  a  muddy
f ie ld  compet ing her  two dogs  in  ag i l i ty !

Kass ie  jo ined C l i f fe  Equine  in  Ju ly  201 1  fo l lowing
complet ion  o f  her  Veter inary  Nurs ing degree  in  smal l
an imals  wi th  the  Univers i ty  o f  Br ighton .  She  completed
her  equine  veter inary  nurs ing top-up in  2013 .  She  has
been part  o f  the  equine  wor ld  s ince  her  ear l iest  years .
Kass ie  began he lp ing out  on  an  event  yard  in  her  ear ly
teens ,  where  she  rea l i sed  that  she  ga ined immense
sat is fact ion  f rom rehabi l i tat ing  horses  fo l lowing in jury .   
She  has  more  recent ly  gone on to  become both  a
qual i f ied  c l in ica l  coach and an  SQP and has  jo ined the
Equine  Bandaging Angels  team.  In  her  spare  t ime
Kass ie  can be  found he lp ing with  the  fami ly ’ s  event ing
team or  walk ing her  dogs .

K a s s i e  H i l l

Fdsc  RVN 
REVN E-SQP

G e o r g i n a  M u r p h y

RVN DipAVN (Surg ica l )

Georgina  qual i f ied  in  the  UK and has  worked in  f i r s t
opin ion ,  re fer ra l  hospi ta l  and emergency  pract ices .
She  spent  ten  years  as  senior  nurse  for  anaesthes ia  at
UCDVH.  She  now locums in  the  univers i ty  vet  school ,
do ing c l in ica l  work ,  teaching and work ing as  a
research  ass is tant .  She  runs  Anaes-eas ier ,  a  company
of fer ing  pract ica l  anaesthes ia  t ra in ing and i s  current ly
work ing towards  a  Master ' s  in  anaesthes ia  and
analges ia .



Please contact administrator@ivna.ie for any further information regarding EFT payments  Cancellations &
disclaimer: A 50% refund is available for cancellations made prior to April 30th 2021, thereafter refunds will NOT be
made on any cancellation.  All details in this programme were correct at the time of printing.  The IVNA reserves the
right to change or amend the arrangements without prior notice. The IVNA cannot be held responsible for any
errors or omissions in this registration document.  Due to Sunday streams including practical sessions, delegate
registrations for these streams are limited.  Once registration is received and confirmed delegates will be unable to
swap their registration for an alternative stream, entry to each stream will also be confirmed on the day.  When
registering for a Sunday stream, only one stream per day per delegate may be booked.  Postal forms can be
requested by emailing enquiries@ivna.ie

CONGRESS
REGISTRATION

Registrations are open online via our website www.ivna.ie  Delegates  registration and
stream options are listed below.  Early bird rates apply until 30th April 2021. Up to 11 CVE
Credits awarded for the full event, tbc.

A b o u t  t h e  e v e n t

  (not necessarily in the same branch)

The IVNA like to reward those practices who assist and fund their RVN staff with
achieving their CVE requirements.  Group discounts are now available to practices
securing multiple delegate registrations.  The following T&Cs apply to group bookings:
1.     All delegates in the group must be employed by the same practice

2.    Group Discounts 4 – 10 avail of 10%, Groups over 10 can avail of 15%.

G r o u p  D i s c o u n t

T & C s




