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15th May 2018 

 

 

Dear Council, 

As the representative association for the Veterinary Nursing Profession in Ireland we 
wish to express our dismay with classified advertisements relating to veterinary 
nurses which are frequently published. We have attached two current examples of 
such classifieds for your attention. 

We take exception to advertisements which merge titles of roles such as  "Veterinary 
Nurse/Animal Care Assistant wanted"  These adverts are ambiguous in nature and 
implies the successful candidate will perform veterinary nursing duties regardless of 
their qualification.  The IVNA and it's members also feel that the merging of such job 
titles undervalues and demeans the professional training and expertise of the 
registered veterinary nurse.  

We strongly feel that restrictions must be placed on businesses publishing such 
adverts and registered persons must be reminded that the profession of veterinary 
nursing is protected by title and any individuals either falsely claiming to be a 
veterinary nurse or an unregistered person performing acts of veterinary medicine 
may face prosecution.  As regulator we feel it is the Councils duty to ensure our 
profession is protected and by extension respected by the industry and public alike 
and advertisements combining the title of Veterinary Nurse and auxiliary staff must 
be prohibited for these reasons and those stated above, as not doing so would 
indicate that the Council in fact does not respect or value the role of the Veterinary 
Nurse and the contribution we make to the veterinary industry or the general public.  
 
This also raises a recurring question, are unqualified and unregistered individuals 
performing acts of veterinary medicine? a question which appears to be 
substantiated by such adverts and in conjunction with the additional screen shots 
attached in relation to this very advert in question.  We understand that Ms Holly 
Maguire is not or never was a registered person, yet she is claiming to have worked 
as a VN at this particular veterinary practice in a public forum.  The additional 
practice website screenshot also indicates that this individual was working outside of 
her remit as animal care assistant with the use of equipment which is used to 
determine physiological parameters of patients in the care of this practice.  We 
request that the Council investigate this particular case and take the necessary and 
appropriate action for any such contravening behaviour of the Veterinary Practice 
Act 2005 as amended 2012.   
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We would also ask the Council to clarify what measures if any are in place to 
randomly investigate these ongoing concerns among the veterinary nursing 
profession not only in a bid to safeguard the profession but to protect the general 
public and the industry as a whole. 
 
Kind regards 
IVNA Commitee  
 

 

 

Kind regards 

 
IVNA Committee 
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